AMERICAN NICARAGUAN SCHOOL
Capstone Program Director

Overview:

The Director of the Capstone Program at ANS guides senior students through a
year-long process of developing authentic, sustainable projects connected to their
future goals, passions, and academic interests. The instructor facilitates deep
learning through conferencing, mentorship coordination, and research-based
inquiry while fostering self-motivation, reflection, and personal growth. Students
culminate their Capstone project by presenting their projects to our community at
the Capstone Showcase where they share the authentic and meaningful
contribution they made to our community through this process during their final
year at ANS.

Key Responsibilities

e Student Conferencing & Mentorship Support

o

Conduct frequent one-on-one and small-group conferences to guide
students in developing, refining, and implementing their Capstone
projects.

Support students in identifying, contacting, and maintaining relationships
with mentors both on and off campus.

Facilitate connections between students and relevant community
partners, professionals, and organizations aligned with their project goals.

e Instruction & Skill Development

O

Teach scholarly research, reflection, and presentation skills through
workshops and targeted lessons integrated into project work.

Support students in developing and maintaining their Capstone Process
Journals, emphasizing consistent reflection and documentation.

Provide structured feedback on project proposals, progress presentations,
and final showcases.

e Assessment & Feedback

o

Use detailed rubrics and formative assessments to track student progress
and ensure alignment with program goals.

Provide timely, individualized feedback during conferencing, formative
assessments, and written reflections.

Collaborate with administrators and panel members to evaluate mid-year
and final presentations.

e Program Coordination & Collaboration

o

Work closely with the College and Career Counseling Department to align
support structures for students.
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o Communicate regularly with mentors, community partners, and families
to ensure clarity of expectations and student accountability.

o Participate in Capstone events, including proposal reviews, mid-year
panels, student project meetings, and the end of year Capstone Showcase.

Qualifications

e Bachelor’'s degree in Education or related field (Master's preferred)

e Experience in project-based learning, mentorship programs, or student-led
research initiatives

e Strong communication, classroom management, conferencing, and feedback
skills

e Commitment to interdisciplinary learning, sustainability, and youth
empowerment

Ideal Candidate Profile

The ideal candidate develops strong and authentic relationships with students, and
thrives in a coaching-style teaching environment, values authentic student inquiry, and
is skilled at balancing structure with flexibility. They see themselves as a mentor and
facilitator—someone who helps students connect their interests to real-world
experiences, develop agency, and take ownership of their learning journey.
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