
 
SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENTS 
SOPHOMORES (class of 2011) 
 
 

Poster assignment: 
Select a book you have read recently (or one you read this summer) that you really enjoyed.  You may not 
choose a book you studied in 8th or 9th grade, the required summer reading book, nor any book you read before 
8th �J�U�D�G�H���D�V���W�K�H�\���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���D�W���W�R�R���O�R�Z���R�I���D���O�H�Y�H�O�������<�R�X���D�U�H���W�R���D�U�U�L�Y�H���D�W���V�F�K�R�R�O�����W�K�D�W�¶�V���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���G�D�\�����Z�L�W�K���D��poster 
you have made about the book.  The poster is to be like one you might find in a travel agency �² only you are 

inviting the reader/viewer to visit the world of the novel rather than a real place .   
 

Your poster should be at least the size of  A3 paper but not a whole lot larger .    
In centimeters:  smallest --28 cm x 45 cm; largest �² 50 cm x 65 cm 
In inches: smallest�² �����´���[�������´�����O�D�U�J�H�V�W�² �����´���[�������´ 
 

The point of the poster is to entice others to read the novel �² to invite them into the world of the 
novel. 

 

The focal point must be a picture that represents a setting or scene from the book.  It must be colored  and original.  Be 
�V�X�U�H���\�R�X�U���Z�R�U�N���O�R�R�N�V���D�V���³�S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�´���D�V���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H�² staples, tape, and lined paper are not considered appropriate in the 
completion of this assignment.  It may not be a picture from nor a rendition based on a picture from the book or movie.  
You may make your own drawing, make a collage from either digital or magazine pictures to create your setting or scene, or 
trace components from several other sources that once combined create your setting or scene.   
 

Included on the poster must be an invitation to  travel into the world of the novel.  In smaller print mention the main 
character as the tour guide and list at least five �³�D�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H�V�´���R�U���S�O�D�F�H�V��that will be experienced on the tour �² these are, of 
course, events and places from the novel.  You might write this in paragraph form or you could do this as a list.  Remember: 
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���³�K�H�D�G�L�Q�J�´����tour guide, and places and events to experience. 
 

On the back of your poster list the title of the book, the author, the number of pages, when you read it, and your name.   
DO NOT put these on the front of the poster.  
 
 

REQUIRED READING: 
The Chocolate War by Robert Cormier�² Read the book before school starts.  You may check out a copy from the 
library on report card day.   
 

It is highly possible that on the first day or two of school you will be asked to answer some of the 
following using specific details from the story.  Your answers are expected to be very personal.  
While you are reading, be thinking about all of the following questions.  D iscussing the novel 
with your classmates over the summer is actually encouraged, but your experiences and 
thoughts are your own and this should be clearly shown in your responses.   
 

* How realist is this story?  What, in your opinion, is like things really are or can be?  What 
�G�R�H�V�Q�¶�W���V�H�Hm very realistic? 
 

* Does the story frustrate or satisfy you?  Why?  In particular, what parts contribute to this?  
 

* What does the novel imply about religion and/or religious institutions and the people associated with 
them?  Do you think it is a fair or ac curate portrayal?  Why or why not? 
 

* �1�R�W�L�F�H���W�K�H���D�X�W�K�R�U�¶�V���X�V�H���R�I���G�D�U�N���D�Q�G���O�L�J�K�W���D�Q�G���K�L�V���X�V�H���R�I���V�P�D�O�O�����F�U�D�P�S�H�G���V�S�D�F�H�V���D�Q�G���O�D�U�J�H���R�S�H�Q���S�O�D�F�H�V�������:�K�D�W���R�F�F�X�U�V���Z�K�H�Q��
he uses these?  Are the uses symbolic?  How?  Why? 
 

* Since this is such a dark book, light and positive images are not frequent.  When do we have such images?  How do they 
contribute to the story and its effect?  
 

* Which character is most like you (GIRLS: even though all the characters are male, the question is about personality 
types)? 
 

* Some teachers use this as a companion piece with To Kill a Mockingbird.  Why might that be?  Does that seem a valuable 
comparison?  Why or why not? 
 

* The Chocolate War has been banned in some schools for different reasons.  Figure out what some might be and determine 
reasons both for and against that.  


